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SUBJECT: HUMAN RIGHTS: DETAINEE RELEASES 
REF: MANILA 10621 

1 . UNDERSECRETARY OF NATIONAL DEFENSE BARBERO ANNOUNCED 
AUGUST 14 THAT 537 DETAINEES HAD BEEN RELEASED FROM MILITARY 
DETENTION CENTERS DURING LAST 45 DAYS. BARBERO CLAIMED MOST 
WERE COMMON CRIMINALS AND WERE RELEASED TO CIVILIAN PRISONS 
HE SAID THERE ARE NOW 4,468 DETAINEES IN MILITARY DETENTION 
CENTERS AND THAT THEIR CASES ARE UNDER REVIEW. 

2. MOST PROMINENT OF RELEASED DETAINEES IS DANILO VIZMANOS, 
ARRESTED IN MAY 1974. A RETIRED CAPTAIN IN PHILIPPINE NAVY 
AND REPORTEDLY GRADUATE OF US MERCHANT MARINE ACADEMY, 
VIZMANOS TOLD AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL HE WAS IN SOLITARY AND 
INJECTED WITH TRUTH SERUM IMMEDIATELY AFTER DETENTION. 
VIZMANOS HAD WRITTEN THESIS FOR NATIONAL DEFENSE COLLEGE 
ADVOCATING RECOGNITION OF PRC. AI REPORT DISCUSSES HIS 

CASE ON PAGE 39 (SEE MANILA 10121). 

3. COMMENT: WE HAVE NO WAY OF VERIFYING WHETHER 
BARBERO'S NUMBERS ARE ACCURATE BUT RELEASE OF VIZMANOS, 
WHO WAS NEVER CHARGED, SUGGESTS GOP IS TRYING TO RID 
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ITSELF OF MORE EMBARRASSING DETAINEE CASES AND THEREBY 
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TAKE SOME STING OUT OF AI REPORT WHEN IT IS FINALLY 
RELEASED. 

SULLIVAN 
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